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Mission Statement
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Leavell College prepare servants to walk with
Christ, proclaim His truth, and fulfill His mission.

Course Description

This course focuses upon how best to communicate the message of the Bible in order to
address contemporary apologetic issues. Issues addressed include oral and written
communication forms, apologetic methodology, biblical authority, textual authenticity, science
and the Bible, and other similar issues. Students will also study how best to communicate
biblical truth and the Christian worldview via contemporary media. Special attention will be
given to implementing these communication forms in pastoral ministry.

Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
» Defend the inspiration and authority of Scripture.
» Understand more deeply apologetic or ethical issues from a Christian perspective.
* Preach a message addressing a contemporary issue in apologetics or ethics.

Textbooks

Cowan, Steven B., and Terry L. Wilder, ed. In Defense of the Bible: A Comprehensive
Apologetic for the Authority of the Bible. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2013.

Swartley, Willard. Slavery, Sabbath, War, and Women: Case Issues in Biblical Interpretation.
Conrad Grebel Lectures. Harrisonburg, VA: Herald Press, 1983.

Course Teaching Methodology

The course will involve the following methodologies: professor-facilitated student presentations,
class discussions, a book review, chapter summaries, and post-course curriculum development.
Students will be learners and also facilitate the learning of their peers.

Course Requirements

» Pre-Seminar Assignment 1: Chapter summaries of In Defense of the Bible -- Due 6/1.
Read In Defense of the Bible and submit a one-page, single-spaced summary for each
chapter, with a list of insights gleaned and two discussion questions for each chapter.

« Pre-Seminar Assignment 2: Chapter summaries of Slavery, Sabbath, War, and Women —
Due 6/22
Read Slavery, Sabbath, War, and Women, and submit a one-page, single-spaced summary
of each chapter, plus a list of insights gleaned & two discussion questions for each chapter.




Pre-Seminar Assignment 3: Book review — Due 7/13

(a) Choose a book to review from the Bibliography. Books with an asterisk beside them are
preferred, since they deal with contemporary issues, but you may choose any book from
the Bibliography that best serves your interests. Each student must review a different
book. To sign up for a book, register it at the place provided in Canvas by 7/1.

(b) Cite page numbers parenthetically. Footnote only outside sources. Use quotations
sparingly. Limit first-person language (I, me, my). Format in double-spaced, 12-point
Times New Roman font.

(c) Begin with a one or two-sentence biography of the author.

(d) Summarize and explain the author’s thesis and supporting arguments. This section
might also include a description of the book’s contents and definitions of key terms
(500-600 words).

(e) Write a critique of 1,000-1,200 words. The critique should address the following that are

relevant:

o critique of the author’s thesis, assumptions, supporting arguments, method, sources,
logic, and style;

o specific examples of strengths and weaknesses (such as any relevant areas not
addressed) of the book;

o discussion of the book’s usefulness for the intended audience, how the book
contributes to its field, and other books which explore the issue;

o aclosing sentence either recommending the book or not, and explaining why.

(f) Prepare your book review with the evaluation rubric in mind.

In-Seminar Assignment: Lead Presentation & Participation in Discussion — Due 7/13

(a) Be prepared to share your insights about the hermeneutics about each of the topics
addressed in Slavery, Sabbath, War, and Women, as well as the hermeneutical
model for dealing with issues presented in the text. Students will read all pre-seminar
material and complete all pre-seminar assignments prior to the first day of class, as
well as to participate meaningfully in seminar discussions.

(b) Prepare a presentation program and handout for the class about the book you
reviewed. Overview the content of the book, summarizing the views presented. Lead
the seminar in a discussion of these issues. A schedule for presentation times will be
posted in Canvas.

Post-Seminar Assignment: Submit a 4-week sermon or lesson curriculum — Due 8/2
Develop a sermon series or series of discipleship sessions regarding a cluster of
contemporary issues.

(a) For the sermon, prepare a four-week sermon series addressing a cluster of related
contemporary issues. The sermon should be expressed with a brief that describes the
primary meaning of the text, the thesis or main point, and an outline. Include a basic
manuscript of the message, plus a PowerPoint presentation to accompany it.

(b For the four-week discipleship series, address four contemporary issues from a Biblical
perspective. Each of the four lessons should be comprised of:

* a teaching manuscript and lesson plan for 30-45 minutes of material (3,000-4,500
words). Include footnotes to document important claims or quotations.
Discussion questions or case studies are encouraged.

* a PowerPoint presentation.

* a handout for listeners.
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Evaluation of Grade
The student's grade will be computed as follows:
*  20% - Pre-Seminar Assignment 1: Chapter summaries of Formation of the Bible
*  20% - Pre-Seminar Assignment 2: Chapter summaries of In Defense of the Bible
* 20% - Pre-Seminar Assignment 3: Book review of Flood and Fury
* 20% - In-Seminar Assignment: Lead Presentation & Discussion

*  20% - Post-Seminar Assignment: Submit a 4-lesson curriculum

Attendance Policy
Traditional and NOLA2U Classes: Students are expected to attend and participate in the
class sessions. Any student missing more than nine hours may receive an automatic grade
of “F” for the course. Three tardies will count as one absence.

If you are taking this course as a NOLA2U Live student, please note the following
attendance policies:

1.

The course on the New Orleans campus will be connected synchronously via Web

conferencing with Internet students. These courses will require weekly attendance at the
stated class meeting times.

attendance policy as stated in this syllabus.

Students are only allowed to miss the amount of class time specified in the NOBTS

Technical issues will not be considered a valid reason for missing a class session.




Technical Assistance
For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:

1.

Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
Selfserve.nobts.edu or My.nobts.edu site (Access to online registration, financial
account, online transcript, etc.)

Canvas@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the NOBTS
Canvas Learning Management System (Faculty/Students/Staff) Canvas.NOBTS.edu.
Video Conferencing Help Desk - Email for technical questions/support requests with the
Video Conferencing NOBTS classrooms (On and Off-Campus)
TelephoneHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with
the NOBTS On-Campus Phone system.

ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests in the Flex
classrooms and for general technical questions/support requests. If you are not sure
who to contact, use this email address!

504.816.8180 - Call for any technical questions/support requests. (Currently available
Mon-Thurs 7:00am-9:00pm & Fri 7:00-7:00pm Central Time)

www.NOBTS.edu/itc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this
website.

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”

NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level.
Students can receive writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better
writer. A copy of the approved NOBTS Style Guide can be found in the course Canvas shell, or
can be located online at the Writing Center’s page on the seminary website at:
https://www.nobts.edu/ resources/pdf/writing/StyleGuide.pdf

Plagiarism on Written Assighments

NOBTS has a no-tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in
expulsion from the seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for the definition, penalties,
and policies associated with plagiarism.

Course Schedule

Day Time Topic Facilitator
6/1 Submit Pre-Seminar Assignment 1: Chapter Canvas
summaries of In Defense of the Bible
Submit Pre-Seminar Assignment 2: Chapter
6/22 summaries of Slavery, Sabbath, War, and Women Canvas
7113 Submit Pre-Seminar Assignment 3: Book review Canvas
) _ Introduction to the Class
7113 | 1:00-4:00 pm Discussion of In the Defense of Scripture Dr. Lemke
7113 | 6:00-9:00 pm Getting a Biblical Authorization for an Ethical Issue: Dr. Lemke
Old Testament
7114 | 8:00-11-:00 am Getting a Biblical Authorization for an Ethical Stance: Dr. Lemke
New Testament
) . Discussion of Hermeneutical Perspectives on
7114 1:00-4:00 pm Slavery, Sabbath, War, & Women Dr. Lemke
7/15 | 8:00-11:00 am Presentation of Book Reviews Class
8/2 Submit 4-week sermon or lesson curriculum Canvas
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